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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DOHA 0648 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, QA 

SUB J : DOHA AIRPORT PROJECT 

REF: STATE 123280 

1. WE QUERIED GOQ OFFICIAL INVOLVED WITH AIRPORT PROJECT 
CONCERNING REPORTS THAT CONTRACT AWARDED TO SHAH HAD BEEN 
CANCELLED. OFFICIAL STATED THIS UNTRUE AND SAID PROJECT 
CONTINUING AS SCHEDULED "FOR TIME BEING". HE ADDED THAT 
APPROACH BY ANOTHER CONTRACTOR WOULD BE "PREMATURE". 

2. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD RUMORS THAT PROJECT HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
OR POSTPONED, ALLEGEDLY BECAUSE OF GOQ DISSATISFACTION OVER 
DESIGN PROVIDED BY CONSULTANTS, GIBB-PETERMULLER. THUS FAR, 

THERE HAS BEEN NO CONFIRMATION BY GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, GUARDED 
AND QUALIFIED RESPONSE GIVEN BY OFFICIAL PARA 1 INDICATES 

THERE MAY BE SOMETHING AFOOT. WE WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW 
PROJECT CLOSELY AND WILL REPORT ANY DEVELOPMENTS. AT PRESENT, 

WE BELIEVE VISIT BY PERINI BEFORE GOQ DECISION TO RENEGOTIATE 
CONTRACT COULD HAVE NEGATIVE RESULTS. 
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